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and other patriotic citizens did not hesitate to express their repugnance to slavery, their regrets at its existence, their desire to see it lessened and abolished, if possible, by proper means, and not only their unwillingness to contribute to its extension, but their readiness to co-operate in proper measures to limit its farther spread by the increase of free states.
They were wise and experienced men and knew that such a subject could not be trusted to "prof essions or acts which would be open to different constructions, and could only be safely dealt with by such measures as must carry conviction to the most prejudiced minds because they went directly to the accomplishment of their object.
From such considerations and from such sources issued the Act of July 1T87 for the government of the North Western Territory. By this Memorable Act its author and supporters intended not only to provide effectually for the peace and safety of their beloved country, but to repel, as far as was in their power, the suspicion of their fidelity to the cause of freedom which their^ehemies had attempted to fix upon them. Whether we regard the source from which it originated, the support it received on its passage, or its efficiency in promoting the great object of its enactment, this Law deserves a place in our National Archives side by side with the Declaration of Independence and the Federal Constitution. Attempts have been made to deprive Mr. Jefferson of the credit of this great measure, as there have been cavillers against every truth of history however firmly established; Nothing can be more certain than that it was to his master mind that the country is indebted for its conception, and to his perseverance in its support seconded by .the 'Legislature of Virginia and the old Congress for its completion.
By its provisions the North Western Territory which was, in the hands of Virginia, slave territory, was set apart for the creation of six new states—the precise number of the slave states then, to all appearance, destined to remain such—and it was made an irrevocable condition of the cession that slavery should never be tolerated within their boundaries. The Executive and Legislative Departments of the State of Virginia, and the prominent men of the State, of all parties, lent their aid to promote the measure and it passed the old Congress by the unanimous vote of the Representatives "from the slave-holding states. Its adaptation to exigencies of the occasion to the promotion of the policy of which I have spoken are too obvious to require a single remark. It embraced all the vacant territory of the United States which was at all likely to be converted into Slave States and promised to balance the influence of the irredeemable slave holding states in the Federal Councils—leaving the progress of Emancipationeral (lovernment.    I Its did not- re-                          , ;
